ThE-mail from the IEP

                     #5

         August 28, 2009

Friday Greetings,

This week I have been reaffirming how difficult it is for people to change.  In scripture one example of Jesus referring to the problem of change can be seen in His statement about a camel going through the eye of the needle or in a modern sense we could ask how could a leopard change its spots?  Change is often hard because of the unknown.  

I am told the African impala can jump to a height of over 10 feet and travel in that jump a distance of more than 30feet.   But the impala can be kept in a zoo enclosure in an area with a 3 foot wall.  The impala will not jump if it cannot see where its paws will land.  Faith cast out fear and allows one to risk change.

For pastors to weather change it is imperative that they have a change theory.  Understanding change allows a pastor to stop blaming self for what is a natural process.  Consider the seasons or how a plant grows, both change theories.  There are many change theories but one I practically like is from David Nicoll:

Stage #1: Fertilization.  This is the birth of the idea or planting of the seed.            

Stage #2: Crisis.  If the climate and the culture in which a church exists is stable,  

                the reframing process will be stable.  
Stage #3: Incubation.  A lag time exists between crisis and reorganization.  
Stage #4: Diffusion.  It is during the diffusion stage that an idea begins to acquire      

                 acceptance.  
Stage #5: The struggle for legitimacy.  
Stage #6: The politics of acceptance.  
Stage #7: Legitimization.  Ideas do not realize this stage until they are perceived as 

                producing desired results.  
Peace and a Wonderful Sunday,

Lowell

Lowell Knauss

Interim Executive Presbyter

Calendar

31 – Committee on Preparation for Ministry – Kingston Church - 6:30 p.m.

September 

1 – Committee on Ministry meeting—Armstrong Room, PTS – 7:00 p.m.

            7 – Presbytery Office closed for Labor Day.

            8 – Stated Meeting of Presbytery – Somerset Church; 5:45 Dinner, 6:45 

          10 – Urban Mission Cabinet meeting – 7PM at Covenant Church.

          12 – Nancy Schluter Spirit 2nd Annual 5K/Fun Run 

          22 – Presbytery Budget Committee meeting, 6PM; Presbytery Council 

                  meeting immediately following the Budget meeting – Pennington Church. 

October 

          13 - Stated Meeting of Presbytery –hosted by both the Taiwanese-American 

     Fellowship Presbyterian Church and the Presbyterian Church of New       

     Brunswick; 5:45 Dinner, 6:45 Meeting

Gleanings:     

A voyaging ship was wrecked during a storm at sea and only two of the men on it were able to swim to a small, desert like island. The two survivors, not knowing what else to do, agree that they had no other recourse but to pray to God. However, to find out whose prayer was more powerful, they agreed to divide the territory between them and stay on opposite sides of the island. 

            The first thing they prayed for was food. The next morning, the first man saw a fruit-bearing tree on his side of the land, and he was able to eat its fruit. The other man's parcel of land remained barren. After a week, the first man was lonely and he decided to pray for a wife. The next day, another ship was wrecked, and the only survivor was a woman who swam to his side of the land. 

            On the other side of the island, there was nothing. Soon the first man prayed for a house, clothes, more food. The next day, like magic, all of these were given to him. However, the second man still had nothing. Finally, the first man prayed for a ship, so that he and his wife could leave the island. In the morning, he found a ship docked at his side of the island. The first man boarded the ship with his wife and decided to leave the second man on the island. He considered the other man unworthy to receive God's blessings, since none of his prayers had been answered. As the ship was about to leave, the first man heard a Voice from heaven booming, 

"Why are you leaving your companion on the island?"

"My blessings are mine alone, since I was the one who prayed for them," the first man answered. "His prayers were all unanswered and so he does not deserve anything."


"You are mistaken!" the Voice rebuked him. 

"He had only one prayer, which I answered. If not for that, you would not have received any of my blessings."

            

"Tell me," the first man asked the Voice, "what did he pray for that I should owe him anything?"


            "He prayed that all your prayers be answered."
                   
