Presbytery of New Brunswick

Minutes of the Administrative Committee

Tuesday, August 24, 2010
Pennington Presbyterian Church

The Presbytery of New Brunswick Administrative Committee met on Tuesday, August 24, 2010 at the Pennington Presbyterian Church, 13S Main Street, Pennington, New Jersey

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Moderator Elder Bill Davis. Elder Davis led the Committee with devotions and prayer.
Present: Ministers Linda Bullock, Lowell Knauss, D. Paul La Montagne, Jeffrey Ugoretz, Elders Bill Davis, Angela Johnson, Helen Schmidt, Ted Settle, Cathie Volz. 

Excused: Rev. Jan Willem van der Werff and Elder Donald Barringer.

Guests: The Ewing Administrative Commission was invited to present their findings in regard to the Ewing 1867 Stone Sanctuary. The Commission consists of:  Elder Jean Woodman (Chair), Rev. Dr. Dana Fearon, Rev. Peter Gregory, Rev. Dr. Deborah Hunsinger, Elder Richard Scheetz, Elder Kyle Van Dyke and Elder David H. Wall
 The Presbytery Administrative Committee voted to recommend Presbytery approval of:

(1)
The docket for the stated meeting of Presbytery on September 14, 2010
(2)
Receiving the July 2010 Treasurer’s Report

(3)
Receiving the 2010 Comparative Statistics Reports to present to Presbytery

(4)
At its special meeting of 15 July 2010 the Administrative Committee, acting under authority granted to it to act for the presbytery during the summer break in property matters, voted to approve and guarantee a loan to Pennington Presbyterian Church from the Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program.  PILP has asked for a very specific wording for the enabling motion, so, the summer break being over, it is now being submitted for presbytery’s approval:
New Brunswick Corporation, (a Corporation”) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) having received and reviewed the loan application of the First Presbyterian Church of Pennington, d/b/a Pennington Presbyterian Church, a member in good standing of this Presbytery, grants the church permission to encumber its property, approves the loan application and guarantees the repayment of principal and interest on the loan from the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), A Corporation (“CLP”), in the amount of $450,000.00.

The Presbytery Administrative Committee voted to approve:

(1) Authority for the Stated Clerk to sign the papers required to finalize property matters regarding 2 Prospect Street and surrender our interest in the property. The Urban Mission Cabinet signed off on this property previously but will be advised of this action because it is an urban property action.
(2) The English Language School at the Lawrence Road Presbyterian Church be recognized as a Designated Mission of the Presbytery of New Brunswick.
The Presbytery Administrative Committee learned that:
(1) The Ewing Administrative Commission presented its report. After allowing time for discussion and questions, suggestions were made regarding future steps. The report will be presented at the September stated meeting of Presbytery. If circumstances permit, the commission will be dismissed at the October stated meeting of Presbytery.

(2) The following message from Interim Executive Presbyter, Lowell Knauss:

You know the story about the young parent’s that were proud of their new born baby.  They would greet admirers of the new born with the words “We love our baby dearly but we know we will have to change the child from time to time.”
These are simple words for a time consuming issue that at times can get a bit complicated; but, in the long run the energy expended is pleasing to all involved.  The General Assembly has passed on to the presbyteries for ratification a new Form of Government for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  New Brunswick will be voting on it in the Spring.  The Council of our presbytery will be sending to presbytery three overtures that will tweak the “Plan of Presbytery” making it more efficient and able to help our churches and their outreach in a truly comprehensive way.  Introductions of and votes on the overtures are scheduled from September through January.  

All overtures will be given to the Council for perfection before being sent to presbytery with the exception of staffing which presbytery has already put on their September docket.   During the next issues I will be introducing the Overtures and rationale for them as I am able in a timely manner.  The issues addressed by the three Overtures’ are important to the life of the presbytery and the efficiency of its operation.

In September the question of whether or not to have a part time Executive Presbyter will be addressed.  This position will be shared with Monmouth Presbytery and the EP will be one half-time in both presbyteries.  A job description and rationale will be submitted to the presbytery and discussed in September before the final vote in October.  Although staffing positions are not part of the “Plan of Presbytery”, exempt positions are voted on by presbytery.

Next week I will write more about the staffing of our presbytery and what the future looks like.  Although the staffing plan of New Brunswick Presbytery has change throughout the years in an orderly manner, New Brunswick has always had excellent staffing and dedicated staff members.
(3) The Presbytery of Elizabeth has extended a written invitation to the Presbytery of New Brunswick to invite three or four presbytery leaders to meet with Elizabeth Presbytery for the purpose of exploring the kinds of collaboration that are possible and how they might further the mission of our presbyteries and the kingdom. A suggested meeting time for September or October was suggested. The New Brunswick Presbytery Transition Team is aware of this invitation.
(4) November 11 – 13, 2010 there will be a Moderator’s Conference Training in Louisville, KY.  Next month the stated clerk will present financial implications with the suggestion that we send our Vice Moderator if the cost and dates are acceptable.
(5) The Presbytery Resource Center will be downsizing.  The resources will be brought to future Presbytery meetings. Presbytery members are welcome to come to the Presbytery office to look over existing materials. Any resources that are not taken at the meetings will be donated to the Princeton book sale.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 with prayer by Rev. Lowell Knauss.
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