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Friday Greetings,

Well, it’s overcast and rainy in Trenton today with even a hint of tornado action.  Rain being the present reality, my first thought today was of 911.  We all know where we were on that day; important events seem to etch themselves on our minds.  We all seemed to be glued to our televisions that day and week. September 11th was truly a day that brought great pain to our nation. I know many of you lost friends when the Towers went down.     

The horror of the day even touched the lives of Council Bluffs out in Iowa (my home); the community had a well known citizen who died in the clasp of the buildings.  In the aftermath of the catastrophe my son worked with the Red Cross at Ground Zero in New York.  He sent home regular reports on the people and the clean up, so for me, my memories of the event are vivid. 

 

The destruction of the World Trade Center brought confusion and hurt felt around the world.  Like Pearl Harbor, the death of the Twin Towers and the loss of so many lives have changed America and the world forever.  Today we honor the dead as well as pray for the families and friends who struggle daily with empty spots in their lives and hearts.

  

            Every time I go through the security lines at the airport I think of 911 and how much our nation is into security.  In reflection on the tragedy of that September morning I think of how fragile life can be but at the same time I remind myself that ultimate security in life only comes from God, as J. Barrie reaffirms in his poem “Security”. 

Security

So much of my living, Father,

is bound up in the search for security.

Desperately I seek after life without risks,

ironclad assurances, complete coverage,

guaranteed guarantees.

No sooner have we humans stepped into this world,

than we commence preparations

to cushion our departure:

retirement plans, pension schemes,

annuities, benefits, double indemnities,

precautions for a future which may never arrive.

Teach me, instead, to live with insecurity, Lord,

to realize that life is essentially insecure,

and to accept, and affirm it as such,

in all of its glorious insecurity.

Show me, again, that the grave

is totally secure—

no risks, no chances, no hopes.

Weave into the fabric of my daily life

the message of the parables of Jesus,

that we can secure nothing against death,

nothing except abundant life

in this present, eternal moment.

And in this message let me find all the security there is,

all the security I could ever hope for:

the secure assurance that, in this

and in every fully lived moment,

I stand in your presence,

I rest within your care,

I participate in love,

the only thing which is truly,

and eternally, secure.  

Diary of Daily Prayer by J. Barrie         
            
Peace, a wonderful Sunday,  

Lowell

Lowell Knauss

Interim Executive Presbyter

Calendar

September

          12 – New Jersey PPG meeting, New Brunswick Church, 9 a.m.  

          12 – Nancy Schluter Spirit 2nd Annual 5K/Fun Run 

          17 – Social Witness Committee meeting – 6:30PM at Kingston Church.

          22 – Presbytery Budget Committee meeting, 6PM; Presbytery Council 

                  meeting 7 p.m.following the Budget meeting – Pennington Church. 

          26 – Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering - 11AM to 1:30PM at Kingston Church.

October 

          13 - Stated Meeting of Presbytery –hosted by both the Taiwanese-American 

     Fellowship Presbyterian Church and the Presbyterian Church of New       

     Brunswick; 5:45 Dinner, 6:45 Meeting

                      

