ThE-mail from the IEP
March 12, 2010

Dr. Lowell Knauss 

939 Parkside Avenue

                                 Trenton, NJ  08618

Friday Greetings

I was thinking theologically on my way to the office this morning.  I know that is dangerous and according to the radio announcer I was listening to 95% of driving is visual.  It stands to reason; if your head is in the clouds you are visually impaired.  Well I risked it.  

I was thinking about first times, the first time a doctrine came alive to me.  “Grace” was the biggest.  I grew up in a church that preached the “getcha-gotcha-god” and I understood works righteousness well, I was a very bad boy and not the best pastor of that tradition.  I was three years ordained when on a young pastor’s retreat I really heard the word of God’s Grace.  It came to my life like a refreshing shower.  I wrote in my journal, “If this is true, it truly is ‘Good News’”.  It took time to integrate the reality of Grace into my life but it changed me – the way I thought – the way I viewed people.

Another word in my theological trek today was mission.  I grew up with the idea that mission was charging into the Amazon with the Word of God.  Yes, I came through the 60’s with its civil and human rights marches and calls for social justice with prophetic preaching (another story) but it is hard to write off the beliefs of one’s youth even though one’s actions might not reinforce them.  

My ideas on the theology of mission changed rather late in my life.  It happened when I heard a Synod worker in leadership development say “Mission is not so much what we do but who we are.”  Yes, I could not let that one go without turning it over and over in my mind.  Mission as a verb: we (as Christ) are “missioned” into this world to publish the Good News.  Mission (a leap of logic) is not what we do but who we are.  Congregations and individual Christians are “mission”.

At the Urban Cabinet meeting last night I was delighted to hear the stories of urban ministry; all our churches have exciting ministries it just happened I was with the urban churches last night.  Szabolcs shared an article he had written for his church’s news letter that read in part:

     Weekly there are 6 Worship Services, 3 prayer group meetings, two praise bands, two bell choirs, three choral choirs participating in the worship services that are conducted in four different languages. During the week there is a school. Weekly there are at least three adult Bible Study Classes with 50 persons participating and fellowship meals served to 150 persons. Two different activities with college students from Rutgers involved about 30-40 students on a regular basis.

     Numerous committees, Sessions, Deacons, Boards, meet to plan and give leadership to the work to which they are called. Including projects and mission that are local, national and international.  

The four churches houses in the building of the Presbyterian Church of New Brunswick include the Taiwanese American Fellowship, Seventh Day Adventist Haitian, and the Honduran Iglesia Christ Reina totaling a combine membership of 540.  On an average week 1,100 people pass through the doors of 100 Livingston.  

It is not that New Brunswick or any of our churches does mission that makes them so wonderful; but, that our churches are missions, mission-ed into the world proclaiming and living the Good News of God’s Grace.

Peace and a wonderful Sunday,

(Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead Sunday-Spring forward)

Lowell

Lowell Knauss
Interim Executive Presbyter

Calendar

 March 

         13 – 10 a.m. Immigration Task Force meets Main Street Café in Kingston. Anyone 

                interested is welcome to join the group.

         11 – 7-9 p.m. at Westminster Church - Urban Mission Cabinet meeting 

         18 – 6:30 p.m. at Kingston Church Social Witness Committee meeting 

Gleanings:  

Thoughts on Permanence and Change:

· An hour may destroy what an age was building. - English 

· When the moon is full, it begins to wane. - Japanese 

· Life is like the moon: now full, now dark. - Polish 

· As the sun's shadow shifts, so there is no permanence on earth. - Afghan 

· A decision made at night may be changed in the morning. - Samoan 

· The sea becomes the shore, the shore becomes the sea. - Indonesian 

· The top of the mast now, firewood soon. - Burmese 

· At high tide fish eat ants; at low tide ants eat fish. - Chinese 

· Time builds castles, and time destroys them. - Serbian 

"...I the Lord do not change; therefore you...have not perished."  Malachi 3:6

             
