ThE-mail from the IEP
#38
June 4, 2010
Dr. Lowell Knauss

Friday Greetings,

Exploring a Joint EP Position

On May 25th the Council voted to ask the presbytery to endorse the concept of sharing and Executive Presbyter Position with Monmouth Presbytery and to empower the Transitional Taskforce to develop a plan and draft a job description, with Monmouth’s representatives, for such a position.  The plan would then be brought back and presented to the presbyteries.

What does endorse mean?  It means we are going to explore the position before we commit to it.  It means that we are going to develop a prototype of the joint EP Position with Monmouth over the summer and present it to the presbyteries in the Fall. These discussions are timely because a real opportunity now exists do to a coming retirement and the fact that PNB does not have a called EP. This is a new stage in our talks with Monmouth; talks between the two presbyteries began in 2000.   

What will a join EP position mean for PNB?  It will mean a financial savings but more than that it well accelerate a cultural shift in the presbytery.  That shift being a move from being “Presbytery Centered” to being “Congregational Centered” while allowing for more contract specialty hiring.  

A joint Executive Presbyter Position between The Presbytery of New Brunswick and Monmouth Presbytery would allow for the full development of the new staffing plan envisioned in the Interim EP report to the PNB Council of March 23rd, 2010.  Recommendation #5 is based on the philosophy of using presbytery personnel that are rooted in the presbytery.  For example a “Pastor to Pastors” may be a retired pastor or a chaplain.  The “Executive Presbyter” Position could be coupled with a small parish or a consultant type position and, of course, another presbytery. The changing of the cultural base of the presbytery would be accelerated by a joint position because it would redefine what staffing a presbytery is about.  

Endorsing the concept tells Monmouth we will bargain in good faith and we will work to produce with them a detail plan and description of the shared EP Position for presentation to the presbyteries this Fall.    Pausing to look at a joint position will not slow the PNB search process by much (if we vote not to do a joint position); we can still form our own search committee in the fall.

Have a wonderful Sunday,
Lowell

Interim Executive Presbyter

Calendar:

June  1 – Committee on Ministry meeting – 7PM at Cooper Conference Room, PTS.

 June  7 – Committee on Preparation for Ministry meeting – Adams House Living Room, 

     PTS.

June   8 –  Stated Meeting of Presbytery at Nassau Church – Dinner 5:45 PM; Meeting  

                6:45PM.

June 11 Friday thru Sunday, June 13 – REVIVE! 2010.  Go to 

            www.revivejustice.org  for details.
Gleanings:                              LIDGTTFTATIM     

“These Letters are carved across the front of the fireplace mantel in my Vagabond’s House.”  -  Don Blanding

            Don Blanding, writer and poet, was caught in the depths of depression at one period in his life.  Things really looked very bleak and he found it easy to brood and worry the days away. He was tortured by insomnia and was in a fog of self pity, not knowing what course to follow.

            Mike, a Hawaiian friend, was aware of Blanding’s problems and was concerned.  Mike approached Mr. Blanding and asked if he might help, with an unusual suggestion he did just that.  Mike asked Don to repeat often a phrase represented by the first letters of each word of the phrase – LIDGTTFTATIM.  Reluctantly and with skepticism, Don Blanding agreed to say the phrase. That night he repeat the phrase several times, Lord I Do Give Thee Thanks for the Abundance that is mine.  

“What abundance?” Was Don’s first thought.  He then went on to say the phrase slowly and thoughtfully without skepticism.  Later Blanding would say, “The meaning of the recited phase in time penetrated my self pity. I began listing my assets instead of my liabilities.”

 Don found there were many blessing given to him. He also reflected on the many people he knew that had so gallantly overcome adversities and the list of blessings grew and Don began to feel ashamed of himself.  For the first time in months Blanding dropped off into a deep healing sleep.

Mike knew without being told that it had worked.  Don began to smile again.

                                                                          *****

Noah said to his wife: “Do me a favor, and stop saying, ‘Into each life a little rain must fall.”

               
