ThE-mail from the GA

Through the eyes of Paul & Lowell

                   July 5, 2010

  
Evening Greetings,

Sunday’s worship was a large event with several thousand Presbyterians in attendance.  The service included both music and worship in the style and cultures of the Native American, Hispanic, African American, and Korean.  The call to worship was delivered by Fern Cloud the great-great granddaughter of Bdewakantuan Dakota Chief TaOyateDute, better known as Chief Little Crow, who gave permission to build the first church at his village Kaposia in the early 1800’s.  She called to the four directions as the congregation turned in spirit and body to participate:

One: Come, Holy Spirit, as we gather in your name. We turn to face East (south, West, 

                     North): …Help us to love you and one another with all our hearts, mind, and 

                     soul, as we pray together:

All:  Come, Holy Spirit, come.

The celebration embraced a baptism then everyone participated in communion.  The Sermon was presented by former Moderator Rev. Bruce Reyes-Chow’s on Isaiah 64.  He spoke on the churches need to reach out to young adults. 

            Following lunch and the committee meetings an old style picnic was had on Nicollet Island and fireworks let up the sky from horizon to horizon.

            Today was a work day for the committees of the General Assembly and meetings consumed the morning, afternoon and evening.  At around 3:45 p.m. David Wall delivered an eloquent endorsement for justice in the pension program as he gave advocacy to the action New Brunswick’s Presbytery before the Committee dealing with overtures to the Board of Pensions, Foundation, and Publishing Corporation.  Our Moderator Bill Davis, Vic Moderator Jeff Ugoretz and I were in the committee observing. Earlier Iain Torrance, the president of PTS, spoke in support.

Paul’s Reflection  Monday, lunchtime

            Cynthia Bolbach is now our GA moderator.  Cynthia was the only elder among six candidates for moderator.  A lawyer, she has been co-moderator of the task force to write the new Form of Government. The election was slightly marred by technical glitches with the electronic voting but equipment ought to be working well by the time the plenary sessions begin again on Wednesday.

            At the initial meeting of the committee on the Form of Government the question and answer session entertained many skeptical questions.  Clerk notes on the FoG were mentioned in the last letter.

            This morning I went to the committee on Middle East peace issues.  Our YAAD (young adult advisory delegate) Lela Swartz is a member of this committee.  This committee is entertaining several overtures about Israel and the peace process in the middle east that have produced a great deal of controversy these last few months.  This morning open testimony from interested parties was being heard.  So many people had signed up to speak (more than 140) that a lottery system had to be used to allot chances among them, as there was no way everyone could possibly be given even the regulated two minutes to speak.  Though speeches were impassioned, they were not inflammatory.

            Lowell and I have visited the Face to Face meeting room and spoken with several potential pastors or interim pastors for our churches.  The chance to speak to people face to face adds an enormous dimension to their written PIFs.  We hope to find a few people that we can tell PNCs and sessions are worth looking at.  From there all initiative will belong to the PNCs and sessions.

            The 4th of July picnic last night was wonderful.  I had a chance to speak to and share with at least 8 people I had never met before.  Such conversations help broaden our awareness of what the larger church is like.  They are important to keep us from becoming parochial.

            More news from day to day.  

God bless and keep you.

Paul & Lowell

Stated Clerk &

Interim Executive Presbyter

Gleanings:                   There are 19 committees of the General Assembly

1. Business Referrals 

2. Bills and Overtures 

3. General Assembly Procedures 

4. Middle Governing Body Issues 

5. Church Polity 

6. Church Orders and Ministry 

7. Form of Government Revision 

8. Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations 

9. Mission Coordination 

10. Social Justice Issues 

11. Social Justice Issues 

12. Civil Union and Marriage Issues 

13. Peacemaking and International Issues 

14. Middle East Peacemaking Issues 

15. Church Growth, Christian Education and PILP 

16. Theological Issues and Institutions 

17. Review of GA Permanent Committees 

18. Board of Pensions, FDM PPC 

19. Health Issues 

