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Dr. Lowell Knauss

Sunday Evening Hello,

Yesterday one by one the delegates of the 219th General Assembly left the Meeting hall and Minneapolis for their homes.  It was a good assembly and everyone seemed to be engaging one another, testing, growing, and applying their faith.  Votes on critical issues were remarkably close and to me that signifies the remaining division of our denomination, our pronouncements are not strongly supported.  Winners, losers, and those who will walk away create in me a lament that really defies definition.  

There is several ways you and your congregations can get a full reflection on this year’s General Assembly:

1. Assembly in Brief – A 16-page bulletin insert-sized summary of the Assembly in words and pictures.  Available one week after the Assembly, $8 for a bundle of 25 copies. Call 800-524-2612.  

2. On line www.pcusa.org/ga219  available Wednesday the 13th. 

3. “Presbyterians Today” will have a wrap up at today@pcusa.org or by print “Presbyterian Today”, 100 Witherspoon, St., Louisville, KY 40202.

Late news from “General Assembly News”:

· “GA approves ‘Breaking Down  the Walls’ report on Middle East” The GA approved the recommendations of the Middle East Peacemaking Issues Committee on Friday regarding the report “Breaking Down the Walls”, which spotlights the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  The full Assembly action followed a unanimous decision by the committee to accept an amended version of the report, which came to it from the GA Middle East Study Committee. 

· “GA calls on the US to cease combat in Afghanistan” The action, approved by the Assembly by a show-of-hands vote Friday, also asks the U.S. government to increase humanitarian and economic development assistance to Afghanistan, in addition, it calls for the US to work with the Afghan people to facilitate peacemaking through consensus-building, open communication, economic incentives and diplomacy. 

· “Assembly approves benefits for same-gender households” (One percent Board of Pensions 2012 dues increase authorized to cover cost).  The GA urged the Board of Pensions to extend equal spousal and dependent benefits to same gender domestic partners as it does to married plan members.  Many supporters agreed with Kati Chan, a Young Adult Advisory Delegate from San Francisco Presbytery, that extending benefits to same-gender households “is a matter of social and financial equality…We have advocated equality for years. Why not practice it with those in our own churches?” 

The Rev. Harry Hughes of New Castle Presbytery said approval of same-gender benefits “would validate same sex relationships in violation of church policy and Scripture,” adding that the measure would “increase the level of conflict and division in the PC(USA)…. Noting that the measure would raise BOP dues to 32.5 percent of effective salary, the Rev. Faith Jongewaard of Mission Presbytery said, “I’m in a church of 725 members and we could probably afford this, but a lot of small churches can’t, so this is also a justice issue for them.”

(For full articles and complete happenings at the General assembly consult the GA records on its website)

For me, I am off for vacation and will be back in New Jersey in late July.  I hope you all have a wonderful July.

God bless and keep you.

 Lowell

Interim Executive Presbyter

Gleanings:                                                                            Assembly Giving

· Offering from the opening worship on Sunday July 4th service was $33,189.58. 

The offering will be distributed to the Global Alliance against Traffic in Women; office of Collegiate Ministries; Presbyterian Student Advocacy Leadership Team; Presbyterian Student Fellowship; and Presbyterian Clearwater Forrest.

· Offerings total from ecumenical worship service: $5,632.31.  The offering will be used to support young adult ecumenical formation with the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA, and to support relief and development work of Church World Service. 

