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Dr. Lowell Knauss

Friday Greetings,

I began working with the Presbytery last July 31st so this is kind of an anniversary issue of ThE-mail which debuted on Friday July 31, 2009.  In that first issue of ThE-mail I talked about new beginnings:

     New beginnings have to do with Dreams, Vision and also choices that often require risk.  Vision becomes reality as we make choices… I pray that as we dream and vision together we make wise choices.  Choices that bring continued life to our Presbytery.  Let us together make wise choices discerning God’s will.  To echo the words of Joshua 24:15 “...we will serve the Lord”.  There is no higher call for us than that.

            In the past year we have dreamed, discerned and visioned together working with processes to arrive at where we are today, a time to make choices.  These choices will be whether to amending the “Plan of Presbytery” or not.  If we choose to amend the Plan of presbytery we will move into a new direction and serve the Lord in a different manner.  

            Through out the year the Council has made great progress in discerning Gods will for our presbytery, they studied, listened and discussed.  What they heard with a discerning ear and what I observed has been formed into 10 recommendations.  It is now time to put all the pieces together and make some choices.  Those parts of the recommendations which presbytery needs to vote on will be placed in three overtures and presented to the presbytery for its final discernment and vote.  These three overtures will deal with Staffing, The Division System (for programming), and the makeup and function of a two Council System.

The staffing question is already underway and will be presented to the presbytery for a reading in September; the issue of a Joint Executive Presbyter Position was introduced at the June meeting.  Each of the three overture issues will be presented for a first reading and then a final vote according to the present plan of presbytery.  

As my second year begins with the Presbytery of New Brunswick I look back on the completion of the first phases of visioning and see that the second phase will soon give birth to a third, decision making.  The fourth and final stage of visioning is implementation.

Peace and may you have a wonderful Sunday,

Lowell

Interim Executive Presbyter

Calendar

July 31 - Saturday, Social Witness Retreat; 8:30AM – 1PM at Continuing Ed, PTS,  

               Adams  House Living Room.

Aug. 24 -Tuesday, Presbytery Administrative Committee meeting at Pennington      

                Church at  6PM.

Sept. 14 -Tuesday,  Stated Meeting of Presbytery at Frenchtown Church.  Dinner at 

                5:45PM and meeting at 6:45PM.

          16 -Thursday, Urban Mission Cabinet meeting at Slackwood Church from 7 – 

                 9PM.

          25 - Saturday, Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering at Community Church of 

                 the Sand Hills. 

Gleanings:                             Rebirth  (prayer)                         

I am being born again, Lord,

thrust out of the warm and comfortable womb

of my hard-won security,

thrust out into a brand-new day of challenges—

challenges to touch, to taste,

to smell and hear and see,

the world that is being born all around me,

challenges to grow with your world

as it unfolds within your purpose.

It can be a painful process,

this growing, Father.

The womb of yesterday was so much cozier,

so much easier to cope with,

so much more shaped to meet all my needs and desires.

Now I have to solve these problems for myself.

The old ways are no longer available to me.

The past is the past,

and you await me in the future.

New ways have to be found,

new ways for a new world,

new ways that require creativity,

and verve,

endurance, and trust in the future,

which is in your hands.

I am being born again, Lord.

Rebirth is a difficult, yet everyday, miracle—

the miracle of passing from yesterday into tomorrow,

the miracle of growth, of development, of life itself.

Help me, then, to accept

the changes of these days, to affirm them now,

and to step forward to the call of this new day

with joy.

     J. Barrie Shepherd

