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Friday Greetings

I was flying the other day at thirty-six thousand feet staring down at the clouds when I got this urge to read some theology (no I cannot explain the feeling).  So I got out my Kindle, consulted the  home page library, then randomly selected D.A. Carson’s book Christ and Culture Revisited.  The screen opened up where I had left off in my reading coming to the spot where Carson is writing about “Creation and Fall”.  My notes capture his thoughts on this section:

God mad everything, and …made it good…human beings in [God’s] image and likeness…The consequences of the fall are universal and devastating because they are first and foremost revolt against the Almighty….The drama of the entire story line of the Bible turns on our persistent alienation from God. Scan the entire Old Testament: What is it that characteristically evokes God’s wrath? It is, quite simply, idolatry –all that degrades God or diminishes God or de-gods God or replaces God. And since God is the sovereign Judge, human beings must finally be reconciled to him or be lost. The New Testament Scriptures place similar emphasis on the wrath of God, and insist that the only thing that spares us from destruction under this wrath is death of God’s own Son.  “He himself bore our sins’ in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness” (1 Peter 2:24).

Carson continues:

…Sin can be seen not only as idolatry and as the archetypal hubris, but also as the transgression of law that God lays down….Sin is social: although it is first and foremost defiance of God, there is no sin that does not touch the lives of others….Sinners incur guilt, yet they need more than forgiveness and reconciliation to God (though never less), since the results of sin are so pervasive: they also need regeneration and transformation.

Christ’s week of passion begins this Sunday and we walk the trail that leads us for hosanna to the cross once again.  From the waving of the palms to the moments that tears out ones’ heart, while the theological eye creates the “Doctrine of the Atonement”, simply and clearly on a cross just outside of Jerusalem.   Forgiveness, regeneration, and transformation for us all are found at the cross.

Carson ends his passage with a quote from P.T.Forsyth:

It also pleased God by the revelation of [God’s] holiness and grace, which the great theologians taught me to find in the Bible, to bring home to my sin in a way that submerged all the school questions in weight, urgency and poignancy. I was turned from a Christian to a believer, from a lover of love to an object of grace. And so, whereas I first thought that what the Churches needed was enlightened instruction…I came to be sure that what they needed was evangelization.

God be with and bless you as you tell the story this coming week,

Lowell

Lowell Knauss

Interim Executive Presbyter

Calendar:

     April 2   –  Presbytery Office closed in observance of Good Friday

     April 5   –  7PM at Adams House, PTS Committee on Preparation for Ministry meeting  

     April 6   –  7PM at Cooper Conference Room, PTS C.O.M.

     April 15 – 6:30PM at Kingston Church Social Witness Committee meeting 

Gleanings:  

From "Prayers for the Lord's Day" by James S. Lowry

A Litany for the Close of Day on Maundy Thursday or Good Friday 

With a voice like lullaby and thunder,

            recreate the earth and sky,

            the moon and all stars,

            every living beast, bird, and swarming creature.

                        Call forth from this night of dread

                         healing for all things great and small    

With breath like sparrow and hurricane,

            breathe again into these nostrils the breath of life.

             Call forth from this night of fear

              healing for all your people.

With a lonesome stride,

            stroll through the garden in the cool of this day

            and name again the shame of our longing to be God.

             Call forth from this night of dishonor

              the transgression of our way
With the fumes of perdition,

            cry out in prophet tones.

             Call forth from this night of disgrace

              a vision of what is right.

With anthems clear,

            from the green fields near the edge of this city,

            for those with ears to hear,

            the angels are singing of peace on earth and goodwill toward all.

             Call forth from this night of reproach

              a longing to return to the promise of Bethlehem.

From every Christian pulpit in the land,

            the slow-tread story of Jesus rings out its bitter end.

             Call forth from this night of infamy

              for the story of Easter to begin.

In the name of the Christ who died.

            Amen.

